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The program of the 9™ North America Sakya Monlam for World Peace
and Harmony in the gracious presence of the His Holiness Sakya

Gongma Trichen, His Holiness the 43" Sakya Trizin, His Eminence
the Asanga Rinpoche and His Eminence the Abhaya Rinpoche.

9™ North American Sakya World Peace Monlam
Program Schedule

May 1" to May 3 2026

Venue: TAFM, MAM Assembly Hall,
1321 Heritage Bdvd NE, Isanti, MN 55040 USA
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With the patronage of a succession of devoted Tibetan kings of the Yarlung Empire
(6-9™ centuries CE), the Buddha’s teachings began to be established in Tibet with the help of
Indian masters such as Guru Padmasambhava and the Master Santaraksita. In the centuries that
followed, Buddhism flourished in Tibetan societies, from where its distinct lineages,
institutional forms, and canons then spread across Inner and East Asia. The main Tibetan schools
have been the Nyingma, Sakya, Kagyu, and Gelug, each with its own founding figures and areas
of specialization, though also deeply woven into the other.

Unlike the other three major traditions, the unbroken lineage succession of the Sakya
school is deeply connected to the succession of the Khon family lineage. The Sakya Khon family
is considered to have divine origins in the Realm of Heavenly Clear Light, from which five
generations descended and lived in Tibet. In the Tibetan imperial period, in which Buddhism
was being adopted, a Khon ancestor named Khon Lu’i Wangpo was a noted translator and a
personal disciple of Padmasambhava (a tantric master from Oddiyana who helped bring
Buddhism to Tibet). Khon Lu’i Wangpo was also one of the first seven Tibetans ordained as a
Buddhist monk. The Sakya school of Tibetan Buddhism began to take form amidst the
renaissance of Tibetan Buddhist culture that began in the 11" century CE, after two centuries of
political and institutional decentralization after the end of the Tibetan empire. Specifically, the
Sakya school was founded very precisely in 1073 CE when the temple of Sakya was founded
south-western Tibet by Konchok Gyalpo, a member of the Khon clan. At this time, Konchok
Gyalpo and his milieu were studying new forms of tantric practice and Buddhist scholasticism
arriving from South Asia, alongside older forms of Buddhism long practiced by their ancestors.
The most important of the teachings Konchok Gyalpo received from his teacher Drokmi
Lotsawa was the contemplative tradition known as the Path and Its Fruit (Lamdré). This
profound tantric system remains one of the wunique specialties of the Sakya
school.

In the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, the Sakya tradition became one of the most
influential religious, political, and economic powers not only in Tibet, but across Inner and East
Asia. This was due largely to the endeavors of the five great masters; three laymen and two
monks who all belonged to the Khon family and who all solidified the Sakya tradition. The three
laymen were Sachen Kunga Nyingpo (1092-1158), his son Lopon Sénam Tsemo (1142-1182),
and the latter’s brother Jétsun Drakpa Gyaltsen (1147-1216). Jétsiin Dakpa Gyeltsen’s nephew
was Jamgon Sakya Pandita (1182-1251). Sakya Pandita was a polymath whose deep learning in
Indian Buddhist knowledge, and he was famous even in India. Sakya Pandita was called to the
courts of Koden Ejen, a grandson of Cinggis Qan (Genghis Khan), where he healed and
converted the previously violent Mongol warlord. Sakya Pandita’s nephew, Drogén Chogyel
Pakpa (1235-1280) accompanied his uncle to the Koten’s camp, and later was brought into the
court of the Mongol emperor Qubilai Qayan, the most powerful man in premodern history.
Chogyel Pakpa became a trusted advisor and tantric preceptor to the Mongol royal family and
was entrusted with managing Buddhist affairs not just in Tibet, but across the entire Mongol
Empire.

Since the end of the Mongol Empire in the 14" century, the Sakya school never enjoyed
such political power. Nonetheless, it continued to transmit its unique Dharma tradition without
interruption down to today. For nearly one thousand years down to today, the Sakya tradition
has remained a high example of deep learning and yogic accomplishment across the Tibetan
Buddhist world, all under the compassionate leadership of the Khon family lineage.
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Under the Guidence of
H.H. The Sakya Trizin
Supreme Head of Sakya ‘ e
Order of Tibetan Buddhism <

1619 E 136" AVE
Brighton, CO 80602
Ph. 1+612-479-5748

The North American Sakya World Peace Monlam Foundation Inc.

Warm greetings to all for your participation in the 9th North America Sakya World Peace Monlam!

The North American Sakya World Peace Monlam Foundation was established under the compassionate advice and
guidance of Kyabgon Sakya Gongma Trichen Rinpoche. The Foundation strives to fulfill the following aims and
objectives:

e To organize a grand prayer gathering presided over by our Holy Gurus, dedicated to peace and harmony for all
beings throughout the world.

e To eliminate obstacles to the long life of 14th Dalai Lama and the Dharma masters of all schools, and to help
accomplish all their noble wishes.

e To swiftly pacify the misfortunes that cause suffering and instability for the universe and its beings.

e To unify Tibetans both inside and outside of Tibet.

e To promote and nurture enthusiasm among Tibetan youth for the profound teachings of the Buddha and the
preservation of Tibetan culture.

Since registering the North American Sakya World Peace Monlam organization in the United States, eight Monlams-
including one held virtually—have been successfully conducted. Each has been graciously presided over by Their
Holinesses, Their Eminences, most Venerable Khenpos, Tulkus, and Lamas. Thousands of devoted participants have
received precious teachings, initiations, and Dharma instructions during these gatherings.

In order to realize the noble vision of His Holiness the Sakya Gongma Trichen Rinpoche, many dignitaries have
conveyed heartfelt messages of appreciation in support of this genuine effort to preserve prayer, culture, and tradition.
We take this opportunity to extend our sincere gratitude to them all.

During this Sakya Monlam, we express our deepest appreciation to His Holiness Kyabgon Sakya Gongma Trichen
Rinpoche for his tireless efforts in disseminating and preserving the teachings of the Buddha in general, and the Sakya
tradition in particular. Since his enthronement—and during the unprecedented and challenging transition in Tibet when
the Buddha Dharma was in decline—he has compassionately spread the Dharma throughout the world. In heartfelt
gratitude to His Holiness, we pledge to carry forward and implement his invaluable guidance to every corner of the
globe.

This year, the Third Monlam Board members, together with numerous Tibetan communities residing in Minnesota, have
respectfully requested His Holiness Sakya Gongma Trichen Rinpoche to accept a Long Life Offering Prayer for the
benefit of all sentient beings on the third day of the Monlam. With His Holiness’s gracious blessing, the Long Life
Offering will be performed according to traditional rites and rituals by the Monlam Board members and community
participants.

This grand Monlam will be further blessed by the presence of His Holiness Sakya Trichen Rinpoche, His Holiness 43™
Gyana Vajra Rinpoche, His Eminence Abhaya Vajra Rinpoche, and His Eminence Asanga Vajra Rinpoche, along with
esteemed Khenpos and members of the Sangha. We extend our profound gratitude to Their Holinesses, Their Eminences,
and the Sangha, and we express heartfelt appreciation to all devoted participants. We also sincerely thank our generous
sponsors and dedicated volunteers whose hard work and devotion have made this sacred event possible.

Finally, we dedicate whatever virtue has been accumulated during these three days of the World Peace Monlam to the
long lives of 14th Dalai Lama, His Holiness Kyabgon Sakya Gongma Trichen Rinpoche, and all Dharma masters, and to
the fulfillment of their noble aspirations. We further dedicate this merit toward pacifying all forces that bring harm and
decline to the universe and its beings. May all beings experience peace.

5t thaNASWPMF on 1st May, 2026. May auspiciousness and virtue spread throughout the world

Web: www.sakyamonlamnorthamerica.org E-Mail: office@sakyamonlamnorthamerica.org
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THE 43RD SAKYA TRIZIN

Successive members of the executive committee of the North American Sakya
Monlam for World Peace organisation have worked tirelessly to preserve and
promote the Tibetan religious and cultural heritage of the Himalayan people; pray
for the longevity of religious masters from all the different traditions; and for the
promotion of universal peace and harmony. To this end, they have constantly
undertaken a number of beneficial programs for many years to instil ethical
behaviour and wisdom-oriented outlook, which are the foundations of universal
peace and happiness. I rejoice and commend their virtuous effort.

I am delighted to learn that the current executive committee is publishing its
annual Monlam magazine, as did the previous committee. Before it is too late for
us to revive our cultural inheritance, it is crucial to carry out such educationally
and culturally significant endeavours. I commend and congratulate the committee

for publishing this magazine and presenting this gift to the wider readership of
younger generation.

May all your Dharmic endeavours be achieved.

The 43rd Sakya Trizin Gyana Vajra
28% April, 2023. Rajpur, India

DOLMA PHODRANG
192, Rajpur Road, Dehradun, Uttarakhand, India - 248009
Tel:+91-7895993888, Email: dolma_phodrang@yahoo.com
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between, our international metropolis is a proud mosaic of believers who are committed to

strengthening and uplifting others through devotional acts of Findness. New Yorkers take
immense pride in their communities of faith. They are essential threads in the rich tapestry that
sustains us, and inspires otfiers to act with charity, kindness, and love. In that spirit, today 7 am
fionored to welcome everyone to the eighth annual North American Sakya Monlam for World Peace.

W/ierea.f, From Abrakiamic and Fastern religions to folk traditions and everything in-

feld in our city’s most diverse borough of Queens, this three-day 7Tibetan Buddhist

gathiering brings together devotees—including members of the Bhutanese, (fiinese, Xorean,
Nepali, Tibetan, and Vietnamese communities—in faith and fellowship to promote reconciliation and
unity during challenging times. 7he event aims to promote compassion and peace thirough the power
of collective prayer and mindfulness, and fiopes to achiteve this through long-life initiations, special
Buddhist teackings, and a gratitude dinner fionoring #His Holiness the 42nd Sakya Trizin Ratna Vajra
Rinpocte.

/W fiereas, Organized by the North American Sakya Monlam for World Peace Foundation and

Tibetan Buddliism, as well as to reaffirm our unyielding commitment to ensuring that

_people of different backgrounds, cultures, races, and religions feel safe and welcome in our

city. 7 wish all the attendees a joyful and meaningful Sakya Monlam and look forward to the many

ways our dynamic Titetan American community will further enrich and fortify the five boroughs as
we continue advancing inclusivity, understanding, and harmony in our global city and beyond.

/W fiereas, This is a wonderful opportunity for New Yorkers to deepen their appreciation for

Now therefore, 7, Fric Adams, Mayor of the City of New York, on Saturday,
June 7%, 2025, do hiereby confer this citation on:

North American Sakya Monlam
Jor World Peace Foundation
Epe O,

Eric Adams
Mayor
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I% UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA Department for the Study of Religion

Asian Studies Program
900 University Avenue
Riverside. CA 92521

I wish to offer my most sincere support and thanks to Khenpo Thupten Gongphel and the
rest of the organizing commuttee of the North American Sakya Monlam for World Peace
Foundation. It will be an enormous amount of effort to stage the upcoming program n
New York City, but the benefits of your work will of course be exponential by comparison.

Tibetans have an inconceivably rich, living transmission of the Buddhadharma that must be
guarded and maintamed generation to generation. This 1s certamly true in the context of
the global Tibetan diaspora today, who have faced so many difficulties over generations.
Despite this adversity, Tibetan Buddhism generally, and the Sakya school m particular,
continue to have so much to offer the wider world 1 these complex times.

Indeed, the precious teachings for developing peace, compassion, and awakening which
will be shared at the Monlam are needed everywhere. I therefore offer my sicere thanks
and most enthusiastic support for the seventh NA Sakya Monlam! May its message of
tolerance, care, and freedom resound everywhere and always!

Matthew W. King, PhD.

Professor of Buddhist Studies
Department for the Study of Religion
Unuversity of California, Riverside

mking@ucr.edu = 951.500.0545

Tel 951.827.3612 + Fax951.827.3324 « WWW.RELIGIOUSSTUDIES.UCR.EDU
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f)}:‘ THE 9th NORTH AMERICAN SAKYA MONLAM FOR WORLD PEACE, 2026

Program of 1st Day
May 1* 2025, FRIDAY

MORNING SESSION

8:00 AM - 9:45 AM Ritual Preparation for Tenshug or Long Life offering performed by
His Holiness 43" Sakya Trizin Gyana Vajra Rinpoche, their
Eminences, Venerable Tulkus, Khenpos and the Sangha members.

10:00 AM A grand traditional welcome to His Holiness Kyapgon Gongma
Trichen Dorjee Chang, His Holiness 43" Sakya Trizin Gyana Vajra
Rinpoche, His Eminence Asanga Vajra Rinpoche, His Eminence
Abhaya Vajra Rinpoche, His Eminence Thartse Khen Rinpoche, His
Eminence Chogye Trichen Rinpoche, Venerable Tulkus, Khenpos,
Gyalyum Chenmo, Dhamo Kushoks and Dhungseys extended by the
President, Vice-president of the 3™ North American Sakya Monlam
for World Peace, President of Tibetan Association of Minnesota,
members of various associations, Sangha members and devotees with
the offering of ceremonial scarves and incense expressing profound
reverence along with traditional Gyalshey performance.

10:10 AM Offering of Mandrel by the President and the Vice-President of NA
Sakya Monlam for World Peace Foundation to His Holiness Kyapgon
Gongma Trichen Dorjee Chang Rinpoche. Welcome Speech by the
President of the North American Sakya Monlam for World Peace
Foundation, Ven. Khenpo Thupten Gongphel la. His Holiness
Kyabgon Gongma Trichen Dorjee Chang will graciously address the
devotees with a discourse on the importance and benefits of being a
part of this auspicious Monlam gathering as well as ways to generate
motivation during the Monalam.

11:00 AM —-11:10 AM  Break

11:10 AM - 12:30 PM  Commencement of Monlam session.
12:30 PM - 2:00 PM Lunch break

AFTERNOON SESSION

2:00 PM Monlam to be continued.

3:00 PM Tea Offering.

3:30 PM-3.45 PM Break

3.45 PM-5 PM To resume the Monlam with the chanting of lamp offering prayer.
I}’i 5:00 PM Concludes the 1st day of Monlam. 52!
Codkse I 4SS
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THE 9th NORTH AMERICAN SAKYA MONLAM FOR WORLD PEACE, 2026

MORNING SESSION
8:00 AM - 9:45 AM

10:00 AM
10:30 AM
11:00 AM -11:10 AM
11:10 AM - 12:30 PM

12:30 PM -2 PM

AFTERNOON SESSION
2:00 PM

3:00 PM

3:30 PM - 3:45 PM
3:45PM -5PM

5:00 PM

Program of 2nd day
May 2™ 2026, SATURDAY

Ritual preparation for Tenshug or Long Life offering performed by
His Holiness 43" Sakya Trizin Gyana Vajra Rinpoche, their
eminences, Venerable Tulkus, Khenpos and the Sangha members.

Commencement of Monlam session.
Tea Offering.

Break

Monlam to be continued.

Lunch Break

Monlam resumes.

Tea Offering.

Break

Continuation of Monlam with chanting of lamp offering prayer.

Concludes the 2nd day of Monlam.
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THE 9th NORTH AMERICAN SAKYA MONLAM FOR WORLD PEACE, 2026

Program of 3" day.
May 3" 2026, SUNDAY

MORNING SESSION

7:30 AM - 9:15 AM Ritual Preparation for Tenshug or Long Life offering performed by His
Holiness 43" Sakya Trizin Gyana Vajra Rinpoche, their eminences,
Venerable Tulkus, Khenpos and the Sangha members.

9:30 AM A grand traditional welcome to His Holiness Kyapgon Gongma Trichen
Dorjee Chang extended by His Holiness 43" Sakya Trizin Gyana Vajra
Rinpoche, His Eminence Asanga Vajra Rinpoche, His Eminence Abhaya
Vajra Rinpoche, His Eminence Thartse Khen Rinpoche, His Eminence
Chogye Trichen Rinpoche, Venerable Tulkus, Khenpos, President and
Vice-president of the North American Sakya Monlam for World Peace,
President of Tibetan Association of Minnesota, members of various
associations, dignitaries, Sangha members and devotees with immaculate
white scarves, incense along with traditional Gyalshey performance.

9:45 AM - 12 PM The commencement of Tenshug or Life Long Offering Ceremony.
10:00 AM Tea Offering and Dresel (sweet rice) to mark the auspicious day.
12:30 PM - 2 PM Lunch Break

AFTERNOON SESSION

2:00 PM H.H, Kyapgon Sakya Gongma Trichen Rinpoche to bestow Long Life
Empowerment or Tsewang Logya Ma followed by the presentation of
final accounting report of the 9" NASWPM and thank you speech. A
token of gratitude presented to generous sponsors and dedicated
volunteers.

5:00 PM Successfully concludes 3 days of North American Sakya Monlam for
World Peace with the chanting of lamp offering prayer.

Ii% THANK YOU ALL )?JJ
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[’ 3" Board Members of the NA Sakya Monlam for World Peace Foundation 7

: ,
Khenpo Thupten Gonphel Konchok Tenzin
President Vice President

Lobsang Khenrap Tsering Lhatso Jampa Lhachok
Secretary (Tib) Secretary (Eng) Accountant

i

Chemi Wangmo Donzin Jamyang Lingtsang NGN Jamyang
Treasurer Treasurer Inventory Incharge Inventory Incharge

Tsegay Namjay Chime Tenzin Tsegay Phurpa Ngawang Chophel
Public Relation Regional Public Relation ~ Regional Public Relation Regional Public Relation
L (New York) (New York) (New York)
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

PROHIBITED ITEMS:
e Large bags or backpacks
Outside food & beverage
No pets, with the exception of service animals.
Weapons of any kind
Strollers or baby seats may not be taken into the stands or left in section entrances.
No smoking within TAFM premises
Stage access is restricted. Allowed only with the stage pass.

FACILITIES AVAILABLE:
e Washrooms available for all.
e Parking (VIPS Vehicles only)
e Emergency Medical Assistance

AUDIENCES:
e No private audiences with His Holinesses unless pre-arranged with the office of HisEe
Holinesses and NA Sakya Monlam for World Peace Foundation.

FILMING:

e No Photo, Audio or Video recording of any type is permitted without proper permission
from the organizing committee.

REQUEST TO ALL ATTENDEES:
e Please maintain silence once you enter the hall.
e Please keep your children with you at all times.
e Please keep your surrounding areas Clean.
e All garbage along with used cups and plates should be place in the trash bins.

Please Check Google Map of Address: TAFM, 1321 Heritage Bdvd. NE, Isanti, MN 55040 USA

(14
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f[):( Organizing Committee of 9th North American Sakya Monlam for World Peace-2026

Overall Event Planning & Event Manager
Khenpo Thupten Gongphel (President ) and Mr. Konchok Tenzin (Vice-President)

VVIP Guest Incharge
Khenpo Thupten Gonphel, (President), Konchok Tenzin, (Vice-President) Silvia Yueh,
Kalden Porong, Tenzin Lhamo

Stage decoration Incharge and Sangha’s Seating Arrangement.
Konchok Tenzin (Incharge), Choe Ni - Tsultrim, Jamyang Tsering (lingtsang), Tsega

Sound System Incharge and Social Media
Phurbu T Namgyal, Khenpo Thupten Gongphel (President)

Program and MC Incharge.
Tsewang Norbu and Khenpo Jampa Tenphel

Hospitality Incharge for VVIP
Tenzin Lhamo, Chonyi, Jampa Lhachok (Accountant), Donzin Donzin (Treasurer) and
Chemi Wangmo (Treasurer)

Shopping Incharge
Thupten Choephel, Tsering Phurbu, Tsegay, Namgyal, Jamyang NGN, Jamyang and
Konchok Tenzin

Security Co-Ordinator for VVIP Guest.
Palden Dorjee, Thupten Choephel

Transportation Co-ordinator
Tenzin Namgyal, Silvia, Lobsel, Tsering Lhundup, Gonpo Kshitij, TBD, Wangdak,
Tsering Samphel (Khamtrul)

Event Volunteer Co-ordinator
Tsepa & Kunchok, Tsegay

Offering (Kugyed) to Sangha members.
Ando Lama (Former President of Sakya Monlam), Ngawang Chophel (NASMWPF),
Tenpa Gyamtso

Offering for puja and Torma (Cake) preparation Incharge
Lobsang Samphel, Tsering Phurba (Board)

Mandala Offering Co-ordinator
Jampa Lhachok (NASMWPF) and Tsering Lhatso (NASMPF)

Meal and Refreshment Incharge.
Thupten, ChoeNi, Dolma Lhamo, Tashi Dolma, Khando Wangmo, Silvia Yueh, Kalden Porong,
Youten, Tsegay and Konchok

Front Desk/Office
IIEE Jampa Lhachok, Lobsang Khenrap, Tsering Lhatso, Dozin Donzin, Ando Lama, 52!
Ky Ngawang Choephel, Salden and Kunga 2, i
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Sakya played an essential role in Tibetan history. It was once the centre of
political life in Tibet. During the Mongol Empire rule, Sakya Lamas allied with
Mongol Khan. Due to the alliance, the Mongol Empire was converted to Tibetan
Buddhism. During the rule of Mongolian Kublai Khan in the 13" century. Sakya
abbot became the ruler of Tibet. For the first time in the history of Tibet, the
religious leader became the head of the government. Subsequently, Sakya
town served as the capital of Tibet from 1268 to 1354.

Kon Konchog Gyelpo (1034-1102) founded Sakya Monastery in 1073. The first
building was the Gorum Temple on the Northside on the hillside. Sakya in
Tibetan means “Pale Soil” and the monastery received its name because of
the surrounding rocky mountains.
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